


6 August 1994 

K®*aRARl>®t POP* Chief, Tt/n*na 

SUBJECT* Request for Renewal of Project ABCHAMP 



1 . Gn 3 August, C 2}®^ STC and Q 3 oJf this office 

arranged a nesting with the project coo officer, £_ 1. Since 

a good deal of the information esquired daring this meeting ii set 
contained In the project records submitted by SR Division, the follow- 
ing smeary of operational activity my he helpful to Chief, FI In hie 
consideration of the reecBssendationa contained herein* 

a. A review of RSSS0X operations revealed that the first - }•<> 
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were air-dropped daring the fall of 1950; no contact was ever" n/ ... 
established with the tern and their fate isunknovn. A ■ second I I ^ /t / J [ 
teas ms air-droppe$J during April 1991 1 this teen consisted of w' 

two men, including [_ J , about shoe sore follows. C J d#*' 
succeeded in establishing contact by W/T with base and indicated \ 
that, although security measures were strict within the target 
arm, he had succeeded in eataMlshlng contact with resistance 
elements within the country* finally. In December 1992, he 
reported that strong Soviet counter-measures had resulted in the 
extermination or dispersal of all resistance elements. :C 
also indicated at this point that ha had lost his W/T set hat 
would continue to sake contact through S/w letters addressed to 
established drops is the ttest. Throughout this period, he revealed 
no signs of Soviet control. Keen while. In aid-1952, CIA had agreed 
to run operations late Lithuania Jointly with the BIS, and a teas 
was being trained In the UK for dispatch in the spring of 1953. 

However, with the news that resistance elements had been esteoalaeted 
or dispersed, a Joint GIA-BT3 conference met end concluded that there 
was no longer a basis for Joint operations. In June 1993 , one of the 
agents who was being trained in the BE tens brought to the US and 
trained for sn infiltration in the fall of 1953; it was planned that 
he would establish contact with 7L_ and assist tbs latter in 

ex filtrating. However, the agent balked 36 hours before his dis- 
patch. Ho other HKDS OX operations have been run since that date. 
Information developed through the C~ J has defi- 

nitely confirmed the fact that 3* 8 under RTS control. 
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b. Although the project records Indicated* Intent ef 
establishing a Lithuanian KSBSSDf operation, L _> 

tdilch was set up for this purpose, bee been tranaf er rad te 
m/y and the project's P/A i» no lessor concerned wltt Baltic 
operations. 



e* The only other ©Deration that nee coodooted wader ABCKAliP 
nee the C J, which wweatly eollepsed with the 

evidence of RTS penetration. This operation started oat as a 
REBSHH attempt utilising railroad employees with eeateete la 
Lithuania. The f /k vmC. J, the courier C _D» 

the Internal contact £. 3 , and the oat-out (located In 

Heat Berlin) C <~3* RIB eaeeeedsd Is do u bling 



, who finally confessed to hi a MS mission but later 
escaped from hie safefeouee end returned to the Bast Zone la Germany. 



2. The present capabilities of this operation are limited to the 
possible continued playback of '~|vlth the objective of effecting 

the agent's exfiltration with tne attutanM of the RTS, end the possible 
CS operation which may develop from the Interrogation of C J3 

littoh Is currently being conducted in Frankfurt* Witntne weeing 'of 
thsQ, 3* however, it is doubtful that an attempted 

playback of , would aset with ary sneeeas. The only jotmtial 

of project ASCHAMP is that represented by the plssned BKX980X operation 
which is now only is the dcrvelenmental stage » and the potential repre- 
sented by the former P/A of 'J, C 

1, F^CPS CqHmamftai It fellows from the shove that tibia operation 
tea met with one ii taster after another. Tbs ease of floor indicated 
that. In the ease of tike early RKB50X nissions (fall 1990, spring 1951), 
the leek of control over the emigre organisation which produced the 
agents resulted in serious security breaches Which probably contributed 
to the failure of thee® missions, ill in all, about the only positive 
gain from this operation has been the CE knowledge gained of RXS tech- 
niques as revealed In the „C however , this is 

learning the herd way. As to future operational efforts, toe little is 
present ly known concerning the REQSOX operation new being developed. 

One agent has bean assessed end is awaiting OC prior te entering DOB. 
ftie second agent has merely beam spotted and has not actually bean 
recruited. The dispatch of tills team is tentatively planned for Key 
1955. The project is, for ell practical purposes, now la the process 
of washing the slat® and starting fresh with What SR hopes to be a 
worthwhile contract agent l£T j| f and a two-men RSDSOJt teem. With 
title limited objective, little Issue een be taken. If we ere to have 
a program of FI operations against Lithuania, it anst start somewhere 
and tiie limited assets represented by this project appear to ba the 
only starting point available. 
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’ 4* Wo recommend the approval of those portions 

of ABCHAW fOT ^ich SnEBOlal coesaitraents must new be made. & separate 
project should be written for the RET3S0X operation planned for launching 
in May 1955 with reference, or as an saendaantj to AECWM&. Ifeie new 
project can then more definitely specify operational details and financial 
commitments. Specifically, we see no point at this stage to set aside 
almost $16,000 for operational expenses which are quite unforeseeable 
at tote time. ‘ 
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